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70% of young people say they are tarred with negative image 

70% of young people say they are negatively perceived by the public despite the fact that 44% say they do positive things for their communities and 57% give or raise money for charities.

The UK survey of over 3,000 people aged 16 to 25 conducted by OnePoll for v the youth volunteering organisation found that nearly 60% think this negative perception is unfair. 41% blame a lack of intergenerational understanding and 39% say the public is unaware of the positive things that young people do. 


However, 49% also believe young people do things which justify this negative opinion and (26%) point the finger of blame partly at the behaviour of celebrities who 82% say give them a bad name. Singer Amy Winehouse comes out top of the list with 45% saying she gives young people the worst image. Despite the fact that 37% think their appearance gives them a bad image, only 18% are willing to change the way they dress or talk.

Apart from more positive celebrity role models and media coverage, they believe the way to bridge the generational gap is for older people to listen to young people’s opinions and include them in decisions about their communities (41%) as well as find more opportunities to socialise and mix.


Terry Ryall, v’s chief executive, says: “This survey reveals the growing gulf of understanding between the generations which is leading to young people being unfairly tarred with a negative image. This belies the positive contributions they make to society either by volunteering in community projects, fundraising for charities, mentoring their peers, or simply recycling and helping out their neighbours.

“While young people recognise that some of their peers’ behaviour justifiably influences this negative perception, surely we have reached a point where we should call a truce and start building the bridges between the generations before communication completely breaks down.

“We can start by shedding this stereotypical image, start recognising the amazing things that young people do and give them a role at the heart of our communities.”

v has recently unveiled a national youth volunteering scheme offering half a million opportunities for 16-25 year olds to take part in community projects that meet local people’s needs. The scheme called vinvolved is backed by £75 million funding. For more information visit www.vinspired.com
[Ends]
Media enquiries: For the full survey results or interviews with v’s Chief executive or a young volunteer, contact v PR manager Petra Coveney on 020 7960 7016 or 07824 562282 or email Petra.coveney@wearev.com

Notes to Editor
*The OnePoll survey was conducted online in May (2008) including 3,014 respondents aged 16-25 from across the UK.
*v is the youth volunteering organisation launched in May 2006 whose mission is to inspire a new generation of young volunteers in England aged 16-25. v is supported by the Office of the Third Sector in the Cabinet Office.
*The registered charity was set up to implement the recommendations of the Russell Commission outlining a new national framework for youth action and engagement, following a nationwide consultation which included 6000 young people.
*v is led by the cares, interests, passions and beliefs of young people. A Youth Advisory Board made up of twenty young people called v20 is involved in all aspects of the charity’s work. Four members of v20 sit on v’s Board of Trustees.
*v works with and builds upon the current voluntary sector infrastructure, funds the creation of volunteering opportunities through grants rounds and implements programmes to create awareness and positive understanding of volunteering for young people. For more information on v, visit www.wearev.com
*The new vinvolved scheme is funding 107 vinvolved teams of experts, at least 107 Youth Action Teams and 152 community projects run by small and large organisations.
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