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Article in Women’s Aid Newsletter (2006)
The Haven Wolverhampton working in Partnership with the Russian Crisis Centre “Ekaterina” to bring justice to women and children affected by Domestic Violence
The Haven Wolverhampton provides temporary accommodation and a range of support services for women and children escaping domestic violence in the City of Wolverhampton. Since 1999 The Haven has been developing a partnership relationship with the crisis centre “Ekaterina”, which supports women and children experiencing domestic violence in Ekaterinburg, Sverdlovsk Area,  Russia. The centre’s help-line responds to more than 2000 referrals per year. Social, psychological and legal support services are delivered to survivors.
The partnership is rewarding and enriching for both parties.  “Ekaterina” learns from The Haven’s vast and diverse experience in providing services, fundraising and lobbying. The Haven is inspired by the example of its overseas partner who works in very difficult conditions and with very limited resources. According to Amnesty International “every hour a women in the Russian Federation dies at the hand of a relative, her partner or former partner”. Although the expression “domestic violence” is used by women’s organisations and others, it “has not found its way into the legal codes of the Russian Federation”. The scale of domestic violence is vast but there is poor support and protection from the law enforcements agencies.
Like The Haven Wolverhampton, “Ekaterina” realises the importance of building partnerships with voluntary and statutory sectors in a joint effort to tackle Domestic Violence and an attempt to make political and social changes. 
Recently The Haven in partnership with “Ekaterina” has been successful in its application to the Big Lottery Fund to support women of the Sverdlovsk Area in taking their cases through the criminal justice system. During the previous 2001- 2003 project, financed by the Department of International Development, UK, the Crisis Centre “Ekaterina” jointly with The Haven Wolverhampton and Women’s Aid, developed and delivered an educational programme on Domestic Violence for the police. The status of the organisation increased significantly and our Russian colleagues commented that they have ”observed a revolution in understanding the problem” by police.
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However, since 2002, jurisdiction for hearing domestic violence cases in Sverdlovsk Region, Russia, has been transferred to the Justice of the Peace (JPs). While in theory the law allows for the prosecution of abusers, victims often face prosecutors and judges with little to no awareness or training on violence in the family. Only a small percentage of cases make it to court and the majority of those cases are dismissed on the grounds of "amicable reconciliation". By opting for reconciliation, the perpetrator avoids having to provide compensation, or undergo any reform programmes for the treatment of drug and alcohol abuse and moreover no action is taken in terms of restraining orders. Because of the tremendous shortage of housing many women continue to live with their abusers. 
Domestic violence is a criminal act which has to be dealt with accordingly. Women have the right to live without violence and there is a need to “prioritize women’s rights in judicial and non-judicial mechanisms” (Amnesty International). The three year project, funded by Big Lottery Fund, aims to influence the attitude, perception and opinion of the general public and professionals (Justices of Peace, Lawyers) in responding to domestic violence cases. An essential element of this project will be educating JPs and other stakeholders to understand the issues related to domestic violence. The project aims to support women affected by domestic violence to make independent choices about whether and how to proceed with charges and cases against violations of their human rights. The project will ensure that women are supported in taking forward their cases and that the cases progress as quickly as possible to hearing. 

Over the next three years of the project a joint response mechanism to domestic violence cases between Justices of Peace, lawyers and the Crisis Centre “Ekaterina” will be developed. Partnerships will be built with other NGOs in the Sverdlovsk Area to distribute good practice, information and training resources. The non-governmental sector of support services for women and children is at an initial stage of development in the area and the interaction and collaboration with state agencies is very important.
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NGOs in Russia do not have financial support from the government. They lack funds and the power to implement measures to prevent violence against women and children in the family. Capacity building of the crisis centre “Ekaterina” will help to increase its status and enable its voice to be heard when strategies and policies concerning human rights of women and children experiencing domestic violence are developed. “Ekaterina” aims to sign joint agreements with the law enforcement agencies to ensure speedy and effective justice and a co-ordinated support service for victims. The project established protection and justice targets which will be carefully monitored throughout it’s development.
The Haven Wolverhampton has been one of the first agencies who developed accredited Domestic Violence training programmes. One of the units is called “Supporting Victims of Domestic Violence through the Criminal Justice System”. The Haven has a CRARG trained Advocacy Worker and works closely with WDVF (Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum) influencing domestic violence strategy and policy in Wolverhampton. This experience will allow The Haven to continue to support the valuable work of our overseas colleagues in their struggle for justice for vulnerable women and children. Domestic violence is “not a private matter but affects society as a whole” (Amnesty International), and developing strategies at an international level is becoming increasingly important.
Read more about our work on http://www.havenrefuge.org.uk.
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