The Haven Wolverhampton supports its international partner The   Crisis Centre “Ekaterina”, Russia

The Board of Trustees and Staff Team of The Haven Wolverhampton, a local charitable organisation supporting women and children who are homeless and/or escaping Domestic Violence, recently hosted a visit to Wolverhampton from their international partner, the Russian Crisis Centre “Ekaterina”, as part of a three year project funded by the Big Lottery Fund, entitled “Protecting the Rights of Women and Children Experiencing Domestic Violence: Supporting Women in the Court System”. A research programme studying the impact and effects of the improvements implemented by the Russian team will run concurrently with the project to share information, skills and knowledge between the partners.  

“Ekaterina” was established in 1996. It supports women and children experiencing domestic violence in Ekaterinburg, Sverdlovsk Region of central Russia (near the Urals), an area with a population of well over 4 million people. The centre’s work is essential in a country where, according to Amnesty International, “every hour a women dies at the hand of a relative, her partner or former partner”. Domestic violence in Russia is virtually ignored by the government and officials at all levels of law enforcement. The Crisis Centre “Ekaterina” is one of a handful of Russian NGOs which are actively working with the criminal justice system in Russia to raise awareness, deliver training and develop joint protocols to provide an adequate response to domestic violence. “Ekaterina” is in a unique position in Russia, having worked tirelessly to build highly productive links with local law enforcement agencies and legal officials, enabling official action to be taken on the domestic violence problem, which helps more women to receive the support that they urgently require. 

The “Ekaterina” directors, head of training and founder joined their associates - high-level executive representatives from the Sverdlovsk police force, legal and justice systems – in the visit to their partners at The Haven Wolverhampton. The team travelled to the Home Office in Westminster to talk with the Head of the Domestic Violence Team, John Dunworth. In Wolverhampton, they visited the Magistrates’ Court, where they met John Griffen, Clerk to the Justices for the Black Country, Gaynor Hollis, (Senior Legal Advisor, Wolverhampton Magistrates’ Court) and other senior officials who have been closely involved in the development of the Specialist Domestic Violence Court in the city. They were able to observe courts in progress – the Specialist Domestic, Trial and Abuse Remand Courts - and were extremely impressed with what has been achieved since implementation of the Specialist Domestic Violence Court 2002.

Officers in the City Council’s Community Initiatives Team facilitated an opportunity for the delegates to meet with a number of prominent leaders from Wolverhampton City Council, including Mr Rob Marris (MP for Wolverhampton South West), the Leader of the Council Roger Lawrence, Councillor Elias Mattu and Richard Carr the Chief Executive.  Senior Officers from Supporting People, Equalities, Homeless Support and the Community Initiatives Team were joined by colleagues from the Health Service, Domestic Violence Forum and West Midlands Police to take part in a discussion session around partnership working and the multi-agency approach adopted by the City to plan strategies, deliver services and funding that will impact on domestic violence issues. 

Later in the week, Diana Barren (Director of the Domestic Co-Ordinated Action Against Domestic Abuse), delivered a seminar covering the support provided by domestic violence advocates to women going through the courts and the introduction of Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conferences. This is a key area in which the project partners will gain knowledge. Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum, which plays a major role in the city, outlined its key strategic aims for meeting government targets under the crime reduction agenda to the Russian audience. The Russian delegates also had the opportunity to meet with the City of Wolverhampton Mayor and Mayoress (Councillor J. L. G. and Mrs N. Davis), and to network with a number of local women’s groups at an event organised through WOW (Women Organising in Wolverhampton). 

The Russian team aims to learn from the experiences of those involved in the recent UK government initiatives improving the response of the Criminal Justice System to survivors of Domestic Violence. They will now be able to set up and to build upon similar initiatives within their home region, and have benefited from being able to draw on the in-depth knowledge of The Haven Wolverhampton. Similarly, the UK partners have learnt from the Russians’ experience in working in difficult and very different conditions. The involvement of senior Russian officials with the international project is a major step forward in raising awareness in official circles within Russia that domestic violence is absolutely unacceptable, and that as UK experience shows, action can and should be taken to change the situation. 
All those participating in the week-long programme were thanked by Project Manager Elvira Wilson for sharing their experiences, which will be invaluable in enabling the work of “Ekaterina” to move forward. 

