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International Women’s Day: Partnership between Russian and UK charities saves Russian women and children from death and violence in the home.
In Russia, people across the country enthusiastically celebrate International Women’s Day in spite of the horrific fact that every 40 minutes a woman in Russia is killed by a husband or lover – now a Wolverhampton charity is working to give them something further to celebrate. 

A partnership between UK domestic violence charity The Haven Wolverhampton and The Women’s Crisis Centre “Ekaterina”, central Russia, aims to change this shocking figure by working with judges and lawyers in the country to bring the offenders to justice.
The three-year international project, funded by the Big Lottery, is already changing lives. A husband who repeatedly beat his wife, causing her to miscarry six months into her second pregnancy before attempting to choke her to death in front of their 8-year old son was shocked when he was handed a two year suspended sentence, half a year of corrective work and ordered to pay 25,000 roubles (£500) compensation – a punishment unprecedented in its severity for such a case in Russia. The judge and lawyer involved had both been through the ‘Life without Terror’ programme. 

 ‘Life without Terror’ is a being delivered by “Ekaterina”, supported by The Haven Wolverhampton, training lawyers and judges of the city of Ekaterinburg and the surrounding region of Sverdlovsk so that they will deal appropriately and effectively with cases of domestic violence, helping to cut the deaths from this crime in Russia from their present level – according to Amnesty International - of 14,000 a year. 

“Ekaterina’s” helpline currently fields 2000 calls a year, and uniquely for a Russian women’s NGO, the organisation has close working relations with the Russian legal services and judiciary, which have traditionally ignored violence against women and children in the home. 
Every judge in the Sverdlovsk region has now attended the ‘Life without Terror’ course and over the next two years all Sverdlovsk lawyers will also be trained. The course covers the nature of domestic violence, the type of legal measures that can be taken against this crime, and how general awareness of the problem can be raised.

‘Life without Terror’ is complimented by ‘Ekaterina’s publicity in the Sverdlovsk region which informs the general public that domestic violence is a crime.

The Haven Wolverhampton is monitoring the progress of the project, which aims to increase the number of domestic violence cases prosecuted and cut the number of cases dropped due to the euphemistically termed ‘amicable reconciliation’. Ultimately, those involved in the project hope to move the issue of domestic violence onto the Russian government’s agenda and for a national policy change to be enacted. 
Amnesty International commented: “This project is desperately needed in Russia. We need to overcome the misconception among victims as well as state officials that providing protection from violence in the home is an obligation, not an act of charity. It is an issue for society, and a high level of acceptance of domestic violence undermines the fact that this human rights abuse is a punishable crime.”
ENDS

Attached is the case study of Larissa, who was almost killed by her husband but still struggled to bring her case to court. 
For more information, pictures or to arrange an interview please contact:

Elvira Wilson, Project Manager (The Haven Wolverhampton)
01902 572 147

pm@havenrefuge.org.uk
Marianne Simmonds, Project Research Assistant (The Haven Wolverhampton)
01902 572 140
info@havenrefuge.org.uk
Popinder Kaur, Economic Development Manager (The Haven Wolverhampton)

01902 572 146

Fundraising@havenrefuge.org.uk
Notes to editors:

1. The title of the international project is: “Protecting the Rights of Women and Children Experiencing Domestic Violence -Supporting Women in the Court System”

2. Statistics about the current situation in Russia: 

a. From ‘Violence against Women in the Russian Federation’, Amnesty International, 2004: http://www.amnesty.org/russia/womens_day.html
· A woman is killed every 40 minutes due to domestic violence in Russia.

· 36,000 women are beaten by their husbands/partners every day in Russia.

· 30% married women are regularly subjected to violence. 
b. From ‘Violence against Women’, Amnesty International, 2002:

http://www.amnesty.org/russia/vaw.html
· 14,000 women die every year at the hands of their husbands or other relatives.
c. From ‘The Legislative Base regulating questions of family violence’ [in Russian], Makiva, M., 2003: http://www.asi.org.ru/ASI3/main.nsf/0/D2A35E474FAA5B2BC3256CA700415D22
· In 40% of cases, women do not report domestic violence to law enforcement agencies, either because they do not believe that a case will be opened, or because they do not want to speak out against their partner. 

· The number of DV crimes reported by women is growing by 3-4% per annum.  

3. For more information about The Haven Wolverhampton and its international work – see: http://www.havenrefuge.org.uk/ and http://www.havenrefuge.org.uk/International/International.htm
4. The Women’s Crisis Centre, Ekaterinberg, Sverdlovsk, Russia – website: http://www.kc-ekaterina.ru/about.php
5. The training being carried out by “Ekaterina” is modelled on the training programme and advocacy services of The Haven Wolverhampton. 

6. A number of laws against assault and ‘hooliganism’ can be used to prosecute domestic violence offences – however, women suffering from violence are rarely taken seriously by the police or courts. Reports by international NGOs on the response of Russian law enforcement and criminal justice agencies to cases of violence against women:

a. ‘Too Little, Too Late: State Response to Violence Against Women’, Human Rights Watch, 1997: http://www.hrw.org/reports97/russwmn/
 “…Russian law enforcement does not effectively ensure that incidents of violence against women are actually investigated and prosecuted, and in fact has sometimes obstructed their investigation and prosecution.” Furthermore, “…rather than combating violence against women, the Russian law enforcement system creates numerous and substantial obstacles toward that end. …From the moment that victims of violence first seek out the legal system, until the close of their cases, these women consistently confront hostility, reluctance, and bias against their cases.”

b. ‘Violence against Women’, Amnesty International, 2004: http://www.amnesty.org/russia/vaw.html - “Institutionalised discrimination in agencies involved in the administration of justice often means that the victims are unlikely to receive protection and support from the authorities…” 
7. The Big Lottery has provided £397,379 funding for this project, to run 2006-2009.
8. A project report will be available in 2009, and progress updates can be obtained by contacting the project staff. 
9. Ekaterinburg (also transliterated as Yekaterinburg) is a city of 1.3m people. It is regional capital of the Sverdlovsk region, population 4.7m. The region is a centre of heavy industry, especially mining carried out in the nearby Ural Mountains. 
