The Haven Wolverhampton response to:

 Consultation on the British Crime Survey extension to cover under 16’s
· What should be the lower age limit for the survey and why?
The Haven recommend that children from age 10 should be included in the survey, We understand that development work suggests that 11 may be a better lower age limit as 10 year olds have more difficulty focusing and answering questions but disagree with the perception that they are less likely to have

personal experience of victimization. In addition including children age 10 would keep in line with the age of criminal responsibility. 
The Haven also believes it is not a good thing to rule out the under 10’s  – there is often a real ‘fear of crime’ among this lower age group, either because they are living in situations where violence or abuse is prevalent or because they have been actual victims of crimes. 

Questioning techniques would need to reflect understanding and maturity in order to draw out the experiences of younger children. 

On the whole The Haven feels strongly that children of all ages should be counted in the Survey – it’s entirely wrong to discount someone’s experiences or fears based on crime simply because they are under a certain age – this implies that they don’t count at all and it goes against one of the cornerstones of Every Child Matters i.e. to be safe.
• What additional crime-related topics should the survey cover and why? 
The Haven would like Domestic Violence included in the survey. Young people are subject to DV with in their households many statistics are kept through service providers on 18+ years presenting as homeless and family breakdown. Many DV refuge providers accommodate young men up to 16 years of age. There is a large number of 16 and 17 year olds being subject to DV not accounted for. The Haven would strongly recommend that these figures are reported separately to other reports of crime.
The Haven believes that bullying should be covered in the survey, as reports from residents states that children living in refuge are often subject to bullying, this equates to over 250 children per year in Wolverhampton are potentially subject to bulling at school for living in a refuge on top of  their experience of Domestic Violence. Many schools have a no bullying policy which in practice denies the prevalence within school. 
• How should the estimates of personal victimisation be treated and reported? 
The Haven understands that questions designed for adults will need to be adapted to be understood and relevant to the circumstances of children, and this may make direct comparisons between children and adult victimisation Problematic, However, the Haven believes that the comparison should relate to the crime, in what circumstances the crime happens the nature of the crime, and a vulnerability scale of the victim. 
· Should we aim to combine estimates from the children’s sample with the main adult sample, or should they be reported separately?
The Haven recommends that the reporting of Domestic Violence should be reported separately. We also recommend that Children and Adult surveys should also be reported separately.

• Is there interest in providing estimates for other sub-groups? 
The Haven recommends that the survey should investigate the use of different age groups, and that a further consultation should be extended to organizations that directly support child victims of crime.
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